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Title of story: Exploring the Nature 
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It's the first week of the summer holidays. You and three of your friends have arranged to go 

for a hike in the woods. It is a circular trail without any turns and after a while you come out 

of the forest at the same place where the hike began. Your parents have allowed you to go 

on the hike. After lunch you prepare your snacks and are ready to leave home to meet your 

friends at the starting point of the hike that is not far away. 

 

a) You get your bike from the garage and ride along a cycle path to the starting point. 

 

b) You ask your parents to drive you to the meeting point by car, because you will hike 

a long way from there on.  

 

If you answered a, please move to page 1.  

 

If you answered b, please move to page 2. 
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You are the first child at the meeting point and you are waiting for your friends for a few 

minutes. While you are waiting you have a closer look at the colorful flowers that bloom at 

the edge of the forest. Amidst this beauty you see an empty plastic water bottle. Someone 

has thrown this garbage out into nature on purpose or it might have fallen out of some 

person’s backpack. Your friends arrive one after the other. What do you do? 

 

a) You leave the bottle where it is, because you are sure that it is not your garbage and 

you really want to start hiking now without any further delay. 

 

b) You take the bottle and throw it in the waste bin that you see at the starting point of 

the hiking trail. 

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 5.  

 

If you answered b, please move to page 3. 
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Your friends arrive one after the other. Surprisingly one of your friends brought a child with 

him whom you have not seen before. Your friend introduces Maria who has just recently 

moved to your town with her family. She is the new neighbour of your friend and will be in 

your class after the summer holidays. Maria smiles a lot and seems to be nice. She asks you 

and your friends if she could come with you. You look at your friends’ faces and see that one 

does not seem to be happy with this additional child.  

 

a) You tell Maria that only the four of you had planned to spend the afternoon together. 

Therefore, it is not possible for her to join on the hike. 

 

b) You invite Maria to join, because you know that most probably she has not yet made 

friends in town. And maybe during the hike she will become a new friend for you and 

your friends. 

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 4. 

  

If you answered b, please move to page 5. 
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You start your hiking tour and continue to follow the path for quite some time. You enjoy the 

beautiful trees and spending time with the other kids. You talk about the plans you have 

during the summer and sing your favorite songs together. After a while you become hungry 

and thirsty and decide to have a break and relax a bit at a resting place nearby. You realize 

that most of you have brought water in a reusable bottle and your snack is packed in an 

aluminum box. Only one of your friends has brought a plastic bottle and wrapped the bread 

in plastic cling wrap. You tell your friend:  

 

a) “It is good to have everything in plastic. Then you can throw it in the next waste bin 

and do not have to take it back home with you.” 

 

b) “It is better for the environment to pack your drinks and snacks in reusable material. 

This saves many resources and avoids garbage.”  

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 6.  

 

If you answered b, please move to page 10.  
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You start your hiking tour and continue to follow the path for quite some time. You enjoy the 

beautiful trees and spending time with the other kids. You talk about the plans you have 

during the summer and sing your favorite songs together. After a while you get hungry and 

thirsty and decide to have a break and relax a bit at a resting place nearby. All of you have 

brought some water and a snack. At that point you realize that you are the only one who has 

brought chocolate. The other ones do not have any sweets.   

 

 

a) You are happy that you brought some chocolate and enjoy it all alone. 

 

b) You split the chocolate into pieces and offer one to each child. It makes you happy to 

share your sweet and you enjoy seeing their happy faces. 

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 9. 

 

If you answered b, please move to page 5. 
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You continue on the path and one of your friends tells you that he really likes your shirt. You 

explain to your friend that you do not like it that much anymore. The character shown on it 

was your favorite for a long time, but now you like the one that is shown on his shirt much 

better. Your friend and you are about the same size.  

 

 

a) You offer your friend to swap your shirts. You would love to wear his and he would 

like to have yours. This would make you both happy and no additional resources 

would be needed to create something new. 

 

b) You decide to ask your parents to buy a shirt with your new favorite character on it. 

The old one will then not be needed any more and can be thrown away. 

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 6. 

 

If you answered b, please move to page 7. 
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On the way you reach an area without trees, but with a large pond. A few meters further you 

see a sign saying that it is breeding season for some rare duck species. Hikers should stay on 

the path and be very quiet here so as not to frighten the animals. 

 

 

a) Your friends and you stop to have a look at this beautiful scene. You see many ducks 

and birds and even fish splash water once in a while. You communicate mainly with 

your hands or whisper as quietly as possible. 

 

b) You leave the path and go closer to the reeds where the nests are hidden. Once you 

find a nest you shout to your friends that they should come to the point you are 

standing to see it.   

 

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 10. 

If you answered b, please move to page 7. 
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While walking along the path you get really thirsty. Unfortunately, all of you have already 

emptied your bottles. After a while you reach a resting place with a fountain. A sign says that 

the water is drinking water. You turn on the tap and open your bottle. One after the other 

you all fill your bottles and drink fresh water. You had already left the resting place when you 

look back and notice that you forgot to turn off the tap and water continues running. 

 

a) You hope that nobody will notice that it was you and your friends who forgot to turn 

it off and continue your walk.  

 

b) You run back to the tap and turn it off. No water should be wasted if you can avoid it. 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 9. 

 

If you answered b, please move to page 8. 
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While walking one of your friends suddenly stops. He noticed that he lost his watch he always 

wears. All of you turn around and walk back for some meters, when you spot the watch lying 

on the ground. When you tell your friend, he is so happy that his watch was found and runs 

to that place to grab it. But when he tries to wear it on his arm, he notices that the strap is 

torn. That’s why he lost it. Your friend is now really sad and states that he will throw it in the 

dust bin which he saw at the meeting point.   

 

a) You feel sorry for your friend and hope that his parents will buy him a nice new watch. 

 

b) You tell your friend that you saw your father changing his watch straps just recently. 

It is not necessary to buy a new watch. Instead, you offer your friend to go with him 

to a shop where he can buy new straps for his watch to repair it.   

 

 

If you answered a, please move to page 9. 

 

If you answered b, please move to page 10. 
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After a while you reach the end of the circular trail which was also the start of your hike. It 

was a pleasant afternoon, even though some things did not go as you were expecting. You 

say goodbye to your friends. You take your bikes and cycle back home. 

 

The end 
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After a while you reach the end of the circular trail which was also the start of your hike. You 

had a lot of fun and it was a great adventure with your friends. You enjoyed the beauty and 

tranquility of nature and you are proud of yourself that you did things that were good for the 

environment. You are also happy that you shared things with your friends. You agree to go 

hiking again soon. You take your bikes and cycle back home together.  

 

The end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


