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Title of Story: Journey to Mars 
 
Page 0 
 
Seems like it was just yesterday when you had signed to the space force office.  You had 
decided to join the space force because most of your friends had. And, more importantly, the 
chance of leaving earth and travelling to space was not to be missed! 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Put on your space suit. 
 

b) Go back to the debrief. 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 1.  

If you answered b, please move to page 2. 
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Your skin has goose bumps, you are trying hard not to show your excitement! You have a wide 
grin on your face as you start to pull on your spacesuit. The crowning moment comes as you 
pull on your helmet for the first time. You feel so proud of your achievement. It’s time to go 
to the rocket! 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

 
a) Take up time to stop and think about your training. 

 
b) Go to the rocket. 

 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 5.  

If you answered b, please move to page 3. 
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Captain Mormock was still in the debrief room. He greets you with a grunt. “What are you 
doing coming back here? You know that you have to be in the rocket in 30 minutes!” You 
hastily make your excuses and leave the room. 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Stop and think about your training. 
 

b) Captain Mormock has made you feel nervous. 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 5.  

If you answered b, please move to page 4. 
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You leave the debrief room. You walk out into bright sunshine. It is such a lovely day and a 
perfect one to launch the rocket. You look forward and you are blown away by the 
magnificent gleaming rocket, it is beautiful!! This is what all of the training and preparation 
has been for. You literally cannot wait. You feel so excited and proud that all of your hard 
work has led up until this moment. It reminds you that hard work really does pay off. 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Blast off! 
 

b) Take more time and get your suit checked. 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 10.  

If you answered b, please move to page 6. 
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You are really not sure if all of this space travel is for you. You are really starting to have 
second thoughts about the whole thing. You remember your mum telling you that if you 
thought that this was going to be too hard or too long, to think about putting it all to the 
side and just going back home. Anyway, mum would always be there with a nice hot plate of 
cheesy toast with beans… mmmm 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Go home. 
 

b) Stop and think about your training. 
 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 9.  

If you answered b, please move to page 5. 
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You stop and think about all of the effort and hard work that has gone into getting you to this 
point. The hours in the simulator. Hours and hours in class and the extra hours that you have 
put in at home. It has been the single hardest thing that you have done in your life. But it has 
all been worth it. To be able to now be on the verge of getting into the rocket and blasting off 
into space! You take a moment and feel really proud of your achievements. 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Final suit Check. 
 

b) Take time to walk to the launch platform rather than get there quickly. 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 6.  

If you answered b, please move to page 7. 
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Time to get your suit checked. You walk up to one of the checking stations and a crew of 
officers start to busily fuss around you. They are literally in every nook and cranny of your 
suit. Checking mobility, checking for leaks, checking your oxygen line. Literally everything that 
you can think of is checked, until finally, the all clear is given and you are ready to go! 
 
 
What do you do? 
 
Blast off!  
 
Go to page 10. 
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You walk up to the launchpad. Now all there is between you and the rocket, is the lift to the 
launch capsule. It all boils down to this. All of the preparation, all of the hard work and 
dedication. Although an unhelpful thought pops into your head, “what if this isn’t for me?”. 
Obviously, it’s nerves and part of being a bit scared. It’s time to make a big decision. 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Get in the lift. 
 

b) Go home! 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 8.  

If you answered b, please move to page 9. 
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As the lift starts to slowly go up to the launch capsule a tear comes to your eye. You now 
realise that you will not be back to earth for the next 3 years. This is really going to be a long 
journey! You remember the first day that you started your training, so much effort, so much 
hard work, dedication and sacrifice to get to this point. On the verge of leaving the planet and 
going on a once in a lifetime journey to Mars. 
 
 
What do you do? 
 

a) Blast off! 
 

b) Go home. 
 
 
 
If you answered a, please move to page 10.  

If you answered b, please move to page 9. 
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Even though you have gone through the last year of hard training, learning new things and 
having to take exams, you decide that the best course of action will be to go home. You are 
really missing mum and dad and the thought of having to be away from them for the next 
three years really does make you scared and fills you with dread. Plus, you will miss all of your 
friends and you weekly dose of cartoons. Also, who is going to take the dog for its daily walks? 
Dad certainly isn’t! You feel pleased that you have made the decision to go home. It’s just that 
now you have to tell Captain Mormock! He will not be happy! 
 
 
 
The end 
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Blast off!!! All of the training, all of your hopes and dreams have been for this moment. A tear 
rolls down your eye as the tower begins countdown. Looking upward toward the stars, it is a 
perfectly clear day. You really cannot wait to begin on this epic journey, a journey that will 
change your life and the lives of those around you forever. As the tower gets to “10” it all 
becomes real, the boosters start up. There is smoke everywhere, the whole rocket starts to 
shake. “5, 4, 3, 2…1”. Blast off, on a journey to Mars. A journey that will change things forever. 
 
 
The end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


